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Case of Charles Heidsieek.

This individaal, it appears, was the head of the great French
honse of denlers in Heidsicek champozgne. He was 2 native and
citizen of Frunce, bat had come to the sonthern states to look after
bis delinguent ereditors, and had residald, for some time, at Mobile.
He entered his name vpon the books of the Dick Keys and the
Natehez, steamboats permitted by General Butler to convey pro-
visions to New Orleans, as bartender ; made five trips in that dis
guise, and bronght to amd from Mobile a very large quamtizy of
letters, several of wlich, containing treasouable information, were
sont 10 Washington by General Butler,  As Heddsiock was departs
ing for Fort Jackson, he eallexdl on his consul for help.  “1 bave
the honor,” be wrote, *to ask you to see what you have to do for
we in this mattor, having come and boft this city wader a flag of
trace” What the consul concluded he hadd to do for him we shall
soe in & woment.  After several months’ tmprisonment at Fort
Jackson and Fort Pickens, be was volesscd by orders from Wash-
ington, He then forwarded to the government a meworial, in the
French monner, asking spweration for his dotention.  This inapn-
dent claim from a man who had only escaped the ignominions desth
of & spy by the clemency of the government, elivited from General
Butler an snusing nareative of the case, which the evidence hefore
me at this moment proves to be trae in every partienlar,

“ Lot us" remarks the zeneral, “in the light of the facts, examine Fleld-
sieck's clalins apd pretensbous.  Of 2 very respctallo sockal jwsition, ho
elainss to have engagpol as a bar-temder on the steamer * Dick Keys,” whoso
furmer bar-tender was conveniently sick, for the parpose nid object of gets
ting his ketters from the cousulate at New Orleass, and for the purpose of
raakiag noney by the sale of his wines on boand the boat during her trips
Now, a tar-tender ot the South is one of the most menial cployments,
and is wsunlly, on boan! steamicrs, Intrusted to & megro stowanl,  Is it likely
that Heddsivok, witheat a comtrolling motive, womhl make one voyago from
Mobike to New Orleans in that capaity T Is not a gentheman disguisad
when bo takes upon Llself sueh an coployment ! 1s it an answer 1o say,
that Lis foll name was on the shippieg articdes, and Ly that he was to be
recognized when “bar-temdor’ was, a8 ho admits, aflised to it?  If we had
found the nmne of * Angustas Cresar,’ which might have becn the nawse of
the forscor Llack Lar-tendor wliose place Floddsiock took, npos the shippiag
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articles, should we have lookad for and oxpectad to God the Rosssn em-
peror!

“The motive for undertaking this meenisl occugation, ss Heldsiek 2.
Jeges, was to et his htters from the comsulate,  Why not seml for theis !t
If the wilitary authorities would not ket them go with his messenger, then
he hasl no right o come in disgaiso and foteh thews,  Bet amdmit, for the
sake of the angnimens, that his dosire to got his correspondenge wis a sufi-
cient motive for Tleidsioek to take one such trip as bardender, why mako
five during a sjawe of moee than fwe months?  *

“To this be answers that the profits of the sales of his wines as bar-tes-
der oo boanl the boat, were mot to bo desplsed.  Dut he admlts that the
boat coudd and did carry no passngers.  To uliom then was the wine to
Le sold, as he says that the bost was kept nnder strict sarveillance. * * *
Besides whiek, bo admits that be spent his thno betwoen trips in the city
of Now Oreans,  Tadoad, what need of a Lar-tesder on boanl of that beat
ot all, especially one who was to be paid by the sale of wine? Is it pos-
sible that the erew of a small stcasaboat at tho South drink enough of even
20 poor & wine as * Heidsioeh™s champagme,” as to make it profitablo for a
gentleman to spewd Lis time selling it as o menial?  Again, if the bartens
der of the steaer * Thek Keys' was sick, and the captaln was willing o
pasko sueh o bargain for such a har-tender, bow is it that whon the * Dick
hexs” went out of the employment of varryiog lowr between Mobile amd
New Ordeans, that the * Notehiez' which was esaployed in ber stead, shoadd
also have a slek bar-tender and a captain who should bo willing to make so
remarkable a contract, as 1o give passyze, board, and lodging where the
cost of living was extremely heavy, to genthemen 1o sell Bquoe to his own
crow, as he coadd have 8o other customsces?  Still farther, after these boats
wore stopped by the Upited SMates amthorities, beoanse of the cormapt in-
tellizence comveyol by tham, Heldsieck was agaln foand going to New Ur-
loams, under tho pevtesso of earering disgatchios to the Feenel omsul
there, be baving no basiness whatovor in the oity,  Why mot sessd the dis-
potelies by Mr. Greenwoosd, the city agent?  Ile was Kind covagh to take
Hloidsieck, ddispatedios and all, upos his schooner gratis; would ke not have
taken the dispatches alome?

“ The facts with regand to Hebdsiock may be stated in a wond. T learned
that Intellgrence mas being eotnvered to Now Orlesns and Mobie for the
rebaeds, ] believed the sity agent 1o be trustworthy,  There was no chane
nel exeept the cmployes of the bost, no passenzers lelng allowed, |
causod an Bquiry to be made, and found Hleddsiock va boand in disguise,
and that he spent all his Gime, botween trigs, in this city,  DBefore | hsd
the facts reportod to me, e had goue to Mobile with the last trip of the
steamer. It may be assvmod | was glad 10 soe Blin, whon ho returndd, in
bis true chisractor of ‘bearer of dispatehes” 1 arrestod him as o spy—I
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confimed hime as & spy—1 shoald have tried hita as & spy, and hanged bim
upsan conviction &s o spy, if 1 had not been interfered with by the govern-
ment at Washingion,

“ e bad, when arrested, a canvas wrapper, of the size of o peck rocasure,
tirmly bonnd up with conls, covering ketters from the French, Swiss, Spane
Iy, Prassion, nnd Belgian consuls, also a great number of ketters to private
persons, mostly relels, or worse, Intermoeddling forclgnors, comtainlng con-
traband intellgence. A portion of these lotters were forwanled o the
Bonorabde sceretary of state, in Deccmnler lust, by me.  To show the utter
fadsity of Meldsbeck's narrative, kt me advert to his stateenent, that he stale
away a paper which, bo sy *1 recogniad as the cuveloge of my Jis-
ptohies; the envclope, by the folls to which the remnant of the seals
still sdbered, which coull alome give to M. De Mcjan the correct llea of
the beelk of the dispatedes.” Tt will Lo recollected that it bas already been
stated Ly me that the letters were incosad in a eanvas wrapper, tied sp
with cord, whichi Heldslock, In bis memorial, reprosents ine as being cn-
el for somme minutes in ‘oeutting and brenking”  How then could amy
poper show the siee of the package?! I sent Heidsieck to Fort Jacksom,
which was, st that theac, the oely wllitary prson I my &epartmcnt, asd
uwhore confinements were ssually made.  homediately after his arrest, the
Fremch consol notitied me that be hal referral the mstter to his minister
at Washington, asd I scconlingly sont sy dispated to the scervtary of
state, amd restod b taking micasures for the trial antil 1 reccived instrec-
tioms froma the govenuuent.

* A nuler of Fronch residonts of New Ordeans, however, petitiona!
W00 ok 30 20t of groce to redease Heddsieok, aml allow Lim to 2o to Europe,
to remaain durivg the war. |1 flnally eoasented, and gave onders for his
redeaso npem that eondition, s an act of clemoney,  For this onder his
friends were vory gratefol. nod so expressald themsclves both by Jetter amd
in person,  This parole was declined by Heidsleck, althongh | supposed
the applicatbon L been made by hi= consont and bis procnrement,  Por-
haps, however, this refesal soay Lo explabned Ly the fact stated in his e
woral, that the Fremoh comsul, two days allerwand, startod for Washington
Yom any aocotut.

=Tt will be seen, im all polnts, Heldsiock elakms that all suspielon shoudd
be divertad fron bisnself as to his nontrality, bocause e was aoting im con-
cort with the Coaut Mejon, the French consul at New Orleans; but it will
not escape rocolleetion that M. Melan's own propebety of conduet and neu
trality hias, by ssbeoquont revelations, bovss shown 1o have beon worse than
doubtful—the regusitory of alwost a half willivm of spwecie loanal by the
Baok of New Ordeans to the Confedemte government, for the parpose of
puredasing army clothing, and recciving a commislon for bis ageney.
Cosnt Mcjan has been, vory propuely, recalkd Ly Lis governsent, and ean
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hardly, by his chamcter, cover the suspocted nots of Hedsiook tavoling
Ietwoes webel citios bn the guise of a bartender.

“ Heidsieck was romoved, with tho other prisouces, to Fort Pickens, in
Avgust, because | was fnformed of o threatomal attack Ly the rebels upoa
Fort Jacksoo, aud [ did not deewn it proper that prisouers shoubl vither bo
exposed 1o the haznd of combat, or cinbarrass the defenders of the fort by
their presence.

* [leddsloek’s compdaint as to his treatment during his confinemont mvast
be unfoundal, becanso thero was nover any restrbcilon, save in the matter
of istosicating Hynors, upon prisoners ond their fricnds fomishing any
andd everything desined by them for comtort or convenience ; aud his owan
motnorial does not ehabm thar any ropevscatatious by Liss, or any other
prisoner, were ever made to e oa the snbject, as isdosd there wern not,

“Ilis complaint, that he was obdiged to *covk for bis own mess, will
hanlly exclec much sympazhy. 1 amn noable to soe the bandship to one who
has, by his owa confossion, tursed Lar-koopor for a living, osoking bis own
foul.

* His complaint that he could not write to his wife, becanse the officer,
admistod by bl 10 bo ' perfect gentloman,” who was 1o examing his lot-
ter, was o young to be trusted with the delivate revelations of a hasband
to his wife, who wus three thonsand wiles away, is too aleun] for com-
ment.

“ 1 oreceived the onder from the conmanding pencral of the ariny, to ro-
Jease Ilebdsicek upon his ziving Lis parcle mot to visit the Confodorate States,
which was transanittod in the ssuad course of business, and ho accepted the
condition, which valy differed froe the one offered by we in this that by
mine lic was to 2o to Korape.

“He wow dosires reparation for bis conlinensent.  Let Hleidsicok Lo ore
dered back joto confincment ; et & court-martial of impartial cicers at
New Orlcass bo ondorad 1o try hlm as a spy, with a compotent jedgo advo-
eate; and i Be s acquitted, | pledgo mey sl 10 the extont of my private
means, to make good to iz all hie bas suffered, provided bis governmcnt
will sgroe, that i fousd gulley, he shisll bo hangod, as he oaght to be, with
8L auy intervoation o its part,

“If Hebdsioek bad not becn taken out of my hands by the action of my
governnweat, | should have onlerod bim bofose & court for tefl, and [ be-
beve ho woull bave saffured for his cricecs against the country that had *
given him the protection of its laws.”

So much for Charles Heidsieck, bartender and deaber in chame
ragne. We come now to an affair that wmade more noise in the
world,
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